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H A T t 1e F anks of this 
Houſe be given to Dr. Sher. 
ock, for the Excellent Sermon by 
im Preach'd before this Houſe e Ve. 
ſterday, at St. Margaret's Weftmin. 
ſter; and that he be deſir d to Print 
the ſame: And that Mr. Caſur, 
cobell and Mr. 3 do Ac. 
uaint him therewith. 
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2 God of Tjrael faid, the Rock * 
Tfrael ſpake to me; Hie that ruleth 

oder Men muſt be jnft, ruling in the 
fear of God: And he ſhall be as 
the Light of the Morning , when 
the Sun riſeth, even a Morning 
without Clouds; as the tender graſs 
bringing out of the Earth, 22 clear x 
ſornmg = Rain. * 


3 H E Words WE! to you, are fad to be 
= the laſt of David, and uttered by 
the Spirit of the Lord. whoſe Word 
was in his Longus. They are by ſome 
Tewiſh Interpreters, "referred to the 
ays of the Meæſſiab, as foretelling the 
Nehteouſneſs and Increaſe of His Kingdom for 
erermore : But in this Senſe, they can no otherwiſe 
lite to the Meſſiab, than as they are pointed at 
him through David, who was a Type of that Great 
| Prince of Peace and of Righteou I and conſe- 
Quently, in their Natural and Lateral "Senſe, they 
„%%% 2EnnS regard 
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0 
regard the Temporal Government of David nd 
ſtand as a fit Inſtruction for the Princes of the 
„„ «éym̃ En, eo. 

There is likewiſe fome Doubt of the Time whey 
theſe Words were firſt ſpoken : Whether this Ada. 
_ nition, and Promiſe , were given David upon hi 
firſt Entrance on his Kingdom, as a Sure Dire&ign 
to guide him thro' the Difficulties of Empire; ay! 
by him deliver'd as his laſt Words, and the beſt Le. 
gacy which he could bequeath-, to thoſe who ver 
to {ſucceed him in the Throne of Iſrael : Or whethe 
they were firſt conceiv'd and utter'd by David in 
the Laſt Scene of his Life, and left with the Au. 
thority of a Dying Father to his Sons, as contein-1 
ing the true Secret of Governing happily ; wich 
he had learn'd, both from long Experience, and 
from the Influence of the Spirit of God: But u 
whichſoever of theſe Views we conſider the Tex, 
it comes to the ſame Thing; and we have the tie 
Art of Governing, by which a Prince may render 
himſelf and his People happy, deſcrib'd to us by the 
Wiſdom of the Divine Spirit. He that ruleth over 
Nen muſt be juſt, ruling in the fear of the Lord. © 
'Tis an Happineſs that we may juſtly glory in, 
that theſe Words are a proper Theme for this Day, 
the Subject of which is the Acceſſion of our Prince 
to the Throne: Such a Deſcription of the Rules WM 
Duty produced on the like Occaſion, wou'd in many Wi 
Places be eſteemed a Reproach to the Prince; and 
cou'd yield no Fruit to the People, but a Senſe of 


| their Misfortune. Unhappy Countries! where e- 
| ven ſuch Scriptures have the Sound of FRO: | 
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But with us, the brighter Light they are placed in, 

the more Honour they reflect on the Throne, the 

greater Comfort and Conſolation on the People: For 

tho! the Merit of good Government be the Prince's 

proper Praiſe, yet the Benefit of it is univerſal, and ; 

reaches even the meaneſt of the Subject. Sw Wok 9 N 
The N of a Prince, who rules in the Oe , 

Fear of the Lord, is repreſented to us, in the latter f 
part of the Text, under very beautiful Similitudes: = 

| He ſball be as the Light of the Morning, when the: 

dun riſeth, even a Morning without Clouds: The 

Sun is the great Spirit of the World, in the Light 

of which all Things are made to rejoice; Perpetual 0 

Spring attends his Courſe ; all Things revive at his 

Approach, and put on a new Face of Youth and 

Beauty: Winter and Froſt lag behind him; Nature 

grows deformed, and the World ſickens at his de- 
parture» What the Sun is to the World, the ſame 

5 a good Prince to his People : He is the Life and 

| Soul of the Publick; his Influence produces Beauty, 

Order, and Regularity, and ſo animates every Mern- 

ber, that the whole * Bok is Harmony and Peace. 

This Difference there is; the Sun in his Meridian 

Glory ſtrikes ſome Parts with too fierce a Fire, and 

the Field fades under the Heat which ſhould refreſh: 

it: But the juſt Prince, like the riſing Sun in a clear 

Morning, ſhines with kinder Rays, and his Juſtice 

being always tempered with Love and Mercy, can 

never; 8 

As this Similitude ſets before us the Bleſſings de- 

riv'd from a juſt Prince to his People, ſo does the 

next repreſent to us the Stability of nn ſo. . 

N 8 happi- DO, 


the Houſe of Commons. 5 
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happily directed: That Government is always in i 
Youth and Vigour that is under the Management of 
a wiſe Ruler; its inward Conſtitution is heathgy 
from outward Dangers : He ſball be as the teng; 
Ter Rain, There cannot be a more lively Image gf , | 
in theſe Words, The Graſs which is forc'd by the 
by Rains, is weak and languid, and of a faint Com. 
Showers of Spring, the Field puts forth its beſt 
Strength, and is more beautifully arrayed than eren 


Solomon in all his Glory. Such is the Splendor, ſuch 
are the never-fading Glories of a Kingdom, whok | 


and fo confirmed in Strength that it ſtands ſecure 
Graſs ſpringing out of the Earth by clear ſhining af. 
flouriſhing Condition, than what is conveyed to ys 
Heat of the Sun, before the Ground is well prepared 


plexion ; but when clear ſhining ſucceeds the gentle 


Prince ruleth in the Fear of the Lord, 
The Text thus explained, leads us to conſider, 


_ Firſt, The Character of a good Prince, expreſſed in 
theſe Words, He that ruleth over Men muſt be 
uſt, ruling in the Fear of Gold. 


Secondly, How great a Blefling a juſt Prince is to 
his People ; which 1s repreſented under the 
Similitudes of the riſing Sun, and the flouriſh- ! 
ing Graſs ſpringing out of the Earth. 


Firſt then, We are to conſider the Character of a 
good Prince expreſled in thoſe Words, He that 5 
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Cod. 


ſuſtice, in the limited Notion of the Word, as 
it ſignifies a due Execution of the Law, an equal 
Diſtribution of Rewards and Puniſhments, to the 
Obedient and Diſobedient, makes but a Part of the 
Deſcription of a good Governor; that which fills 
up the Character, is a more extenſive Vertue, influ- 
encing the whole Conduct of a Reign, and denotes 
nther the general Habit of Vertue, than any parti- 


cular Acts that flow from it. What this Vertue is, 


my beſt be underſtood by comparing it with that, 


which is the true Meaſure of it, the Fear of the 


Lord. And thus the Text has taught us to ex- 


plain the Notion, referring us evidently to the Fear 


of the Lord, as the proper Rule and Meaſure of 


that Juſtice which it requires in a Ruler: He that 
Rulech over Men muſt be Fuſt ', what is meant by 
jult, the following Words inform us; Ruling in the 


Fear of God. | 


The Fear of God, is in all Caſes, the Beginning 


| of Wiſdom, as being the true Foundation of Reli- 


gon; the Principle from which, the Knowledge of 


dur Duty, as well as our Obligation to Obedience, 


z in all inſtances deducible. Tis a Principle which 
extends to all the Stations and Circumſtances of 
humane Life „ and will Teach the Prince, as well 


now to Govern, as the Subject how to Obey. 


Now the Fear of the Lord, either means a juſt 
denſe of the Attributes of God, or elſe neceſſarily 
luppoſes it; for Fear always follows, and is deter- 

| T Wt | mined : 


17> over Men, muſt be Juſt, Ruling in the Fear of 
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mined by the Conception we form of the Thing, or 
Perſon, feared, If we joyn to great Power great 
Malice, and a ſettled Reſolution to do Miſchief, the 
Object fo clothed, ſtrikes. with Terror and Conf. 
fion, and the Reſult is an abject, flaviſh Fear: 1 
we add to unlimited Power, as great Goodnels and 
Benevolence, ſuch a Being creates in our Minds 
Awe, and Reverence, and repleniſhes our Hearts with | 
Filial Fear and Veneration : To know the Diff. 
rence between the Fear of a Father and of a Ty. 
rant, we muſt neceffarily conſult our Ideas of both, 
by which only we can diſtinguiſh. the Paſſions. To 
Act therefore under the Fear of God, is one and the 
{ame Thing, as to be influenced by a juſt Senſe of 
his Power, Holineſs, and other divine Perfection; 
and to Rule in the Fear of the Lord, is ſo to Govern, 
as being always under the Senſe of his Power and 
Holineſs, as being ever in the Preſence of him, who 
is King of Kings, and Lord of Lords, 5 
Tis this Senſe, which will make Princes become 
true Fathers of their People: For when they conſi- 
der, that they ſtand in the Place of God, the com- 
mon Father of Mankind; that thoſe who are made 
ſubject to their Power, are the Sons of him, who 
put the Reins of Government into their Hands ; they 
muſt needs treat their People like their Children, as | 
conſcious to themſelves of executing a Father's Pow- | 
er; and knowing, that they ſhould be Injurious to 
Him above them, as well as to Thoſe below them, | 
ſhou'd they uſe his Authority in a Way not ſuitable 
to his Character: Cou'd a Prince abuſe his Autho- | 
rity, to the gratifying his Luſt or Paſſion, * 
| N x 
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his Senſe before his Eyes > Could he think it reaſo- 
ble, to make the Power of God execute the cor- 
ut Deſigns of a Man's Heart? In the private Af- 


upon a good Character, than the Abuſe of a Truſt ; 
which extends perhaps oy to the Guardianſhip of 
i few Infants and a ſmall Eſtate : And yet a Man 
that proves unjuſt to his Friend in ſo ſmall a Con- 
cem, in neglecting the Intereſt of the little Family 
committed to his Care, 1s looked upon by all, as 
thandoned to the Senſe of Honour and Vertue. The 
Reaſon of this Reſentment is plain, becauſe every 


nd Authority over the Family and Eſtate, that he 


ton, that an honeſt Man 1s more careful and indu- 
ſtrous in the Concerns of others, than oftentimes he 
z in his own. A good Prince governs with the fame 
Lentiments, which are ever ſuggeſted to him by the 
ear of God: He conſiders his People, as the Family 
of the Almighty, over which he is placed by the 
appointment of Providence; as Orphans committed 
to his Care, whoſe Proſperity and Happineſs depend 
entirely on his Conduct: The Will of God, is al- 
ways the Rule by which he uſes the Power of God ; 


te perſonally to determine the Caſe himſelf : For a 
Prince ſo inſtructed, ſeeks not his own Will, but the 
il of him who ſent him. 


dirs of Life, there is nothing leaves a fouler Stain 


Body ſees, that the Father left his Friend his Power 


night become a Father to them in his ſtead : And 
this is underſtood to carry with it ſuch an Obliga- 


and in every Inſtance of Government, he does the 
very Thing which he judges God would do, were 


This 
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- — ... 
This is a general Account of the Princes Temper 
and Diſpoſition, who rules in the Fear of the Lord 
if we carry the View through the Particulars of G0. 
ver nment, we ſhall diſcover more diſtinaly the happy 
Influence of this religious Principle. 
Ihe Royal Authority being the immediate power 
of God, has no more immediate Concern, than t, 
promote the Service, and to eftabliſh the Honour of 
God in tlie Hearts of Men: "Tis but a natural Tr. 
bute for Princes to pay their Maker, to provide thy 
thoſe, whom God has made to be their Subject 
fhould not ceaſe to be his Servants. Beſides, this i 
a Caſe recommended to them both by their own nd 
their peoples Intereſt': *Tis not in the'Power of the 
beft Princes, to make all their Subjects equally 
Happy: Poverty: and Diſtreſs, will be the uncon- 
fortable Coinpanions of ſome, in the moſt flouriſhing 
Kingdoms: But Religion is a Way opened to Hip: 
pinefs, to which the Rich and the Poor haveequilly! 
adinittance'; tis that only which can make all Cir 
cumſtances of Life cafie, and is neceflary as well 
to teach us bow to abound, as how to ſuffer nerd: 
For this reaſon then, a Prince concern'd for the 
Happineſs of his People, cannot be unconcerned for! 
the Intereſt of Religion. But further; The Wel- 
fare and Proſperity of Civil Societies, as ſuch, depend 
upon the Influence which Religion has upon the 
Minds and Manners of the People: Humane Laus 
are often tranſgreſſed with Impunity; often ealiy 
evaded:; and ſometimes for want of due Execution, 
they loſe their Force and Vigour: But the Law 
never dies in an Heart ſeaſoned with Religion, and 
eee conſcious 
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11 


Ruler, not only Tor Wrath , dt 175 Conſcience-ſake, 
faction ſometimes grows too 
power; and who then ſhall refrain the Madneſs of 
the People, who already think themſelves ſuperior 
t0 their Prince, and know. none hi her | than tle 0 
be afraid of 2 Religion only can ſubdue the wil 


* Paſſions of Men, and make the Ruler ſecure againſt 
[8 their Attempts ; fo that in this Senſe it may be truly 
did, that the Throne ſhall endure for ever, which is 

eſtabliſhed in Righteouſneſs. F 


Theſe Advantages can never be wanting under 
the Conduct of a Prince, who governs in the Fear 
of the Lord: The Senſe of his own Duty, and his 
Regard for the Honour of God, will incline him in all 
Caſes to promote and encourage the Service of his 
Maker; and to fill up that Character, which, when 
juſtly ſuſtained, is both the Ornament and Strength 
of the Crown, Defender of” the Faith. To ſuch 
Princes the Church of God owes her Temporal Pro- 


Meaſure, even the Purity of her Religion: To ſuch 
[he owes the Temples of God, which are in every 
Nation the trueſt Indications of Royal Piety and 
Magnificence: To ſuch Princes But whi- 


ther am I going 2 Methinks, my Country chides me, 


ſes, which ſeem to. be the diſtinguiſhing Marks, 
the Excellencies peculiar to our own. , Happy Bri- 
lain! that canſt fo eaſily diſcover the Features of 


one is {et before thee. Religion indeed is ſo much 
me 2 1 both 


23 * 47, 


-onſcious to it ſelf, that it owes. Obedience to the 


rong for Lawful 


ſperity, her Liberal Maintenance, and in great 


whilſt I deal to ſuch Princes in common thoſe Prai- 


thine own Prince, whenever the Image of a good - 


—— m———.. | 
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ſtant, how regular is her 
becoming Her Behaviour in the Preſence of God, 


not by the Servants of Men waiting for Bread, but 
by the Freemen of the Lord. Ages to come ſhall 


the Charge of ſo Expenſive an Undertaking. - 


can have Enemies) muſt confeſs , That the World 


— % 0 WW | | 8 
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both the practice | and the Care of | our good Queen 
that in this Reſpe& her Enemies (if ſuch a Prince 


has ſeldom ſeen Her ae never Her Superior, In 
the midſt of outward 9 Ha Glory, how con. 
Devotion ; how juſt anc 


that even thoſe who attend at the Altar may profit 
by the Example? With how tender an Eye of Com. 
paſſion did She Regard the Poverty and Diſtreſs of 
the Chriſtian Prieſthood; and how did She conſult 
the Honour of God and Religion, providing by Her 
Royal Bounty, that the Altar ſhould be attended, 


give Glory to God for Her, when they ſhall be- 
hold thoſe Monuments of Her Piety, which are now 
but juſt riſing from their Foundations; a Glory that 
will not be the leſs Her's, tho* we acknowledge, (as 
in Juſtice and Gratitude we always muſt,) how rea- 
dily Her faithful Commons enabled her to ſupport 


This Proſpect is fo pleaſant, that here I could de- 
light to dwell; but the Time which ſpends much 
faſter than my Subject. bids me proceec. 
Let us then take a tranſient View of the nappy 
Effects of this religious Principle, The Fear of God, 
in the Political Government of a juſt Prince. 


Humane Nature is much the ſame in all Parts of | 
the World); there are the ſame Paſſions and Inclina- Wl 


tions to be found in Men of different Countries; 


and therefore tis in vain to ſearch Nature to . 
N e Cauſes 
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ce Tranquility, whilſt others are expoſed to Miſe 

14 and Confuſion. The Difference ſeems to lye in theſe 
In W Two Points; The Laws and Conſtitutions of ſeve- 
n- nl Countries, and the Execution of theſe Laws. 
1 Wl Princes who can forget the Character of their Maſter; 
d, whoſe Power they exerciſe , may eaſily forget the 


Character of their Subjects, over whoſe Perſons they 
reign ; and thd , he that ruleth over Men ought to 
he juſt, becauſe Men are rational Creatures, and have 
z Right to be governed by the Laws of Reafon and 
Tuſtice ; yet *tis no wonder that the Ruler who does 
not ear God, ſhould not regard Men. Power and 
Greatneſs are in themſelves great Temptations, migh- 
ty Corrupters of the Heart of Man; and unleſs there 


the moſt Power will be leaſt able to uſe it well ; and 


always end in the Slavery and Miſery of the Peo- 


no proper Legiſlative Power, but that of the Al- 
mighty; that the Part entruſted to him is a Ray if- 


rity to the People. 


Cauſes why ſome Nations enjoy inward Peace and 


be the Fear of God to reſtrain thoſe evil Effects of 
wordly Grandeur, it muſt happen, That he that has 


conſequently want of Religion in the Prince muſt 


ple: But when a Ruler acts under the Senſe of 
God's Supreme Dominion, and knows that there is 


ſuing from the Divine Fountain; he will ſo uſe his 
Power as not to diſgrace the Giver of it, and exert 
it in Laws and Conſtitutions, worthy of the great 
Original from whence they flow: Such Laws muſt 
Aways be Honour to the Throne, Safety and Proſpe- 


With us the Legiſlative Power is more happily ad- 
miniſtred than in any known Part of the World R 


PO YEE ng ha 
halo ” * 


A Sermon on March 8. 7713. 


But how is this Happineſs compleated, when we 


Her Power, but in making it beneficial to Her Coun. 


do good to Mankind? 

prudently adminiſtred, and vigorouſly executed; 
of the Executive Power; for tho the Touch of the 
Good and Happy. In the Management of a cor- 


rupt Ruler, 'tis oftentimes made à Snare to the 
Lives and Fortunes of the beſt Subjects; but where 


Wicked. In all human Laws there is an Imperfedi- 


Cruelty, were not the Rigour of the Letter left ſub- 
| je@ to be moderated by the Reaſon and Equity of 


ration, and teaches it how to influence the Lives and 


and I may have Leave in this Auguſt Aſſembly, to 
congratulate with my Country, that She lives unde 
no Law that is not of her own chuſing. A Pr. 
vilege which is the Glory of Britain, purch; Þ 
ſed with the Blood of our Anceſtors, and ought ne. 
ver to be parted with, but together with our own. 


have a Prince upon the Throne, as ready to gjy; 
Life to any Law for the publick Good, as Her peg. 
ple can be to ask it; who takes no other Pleaſure in 
try; and then only thinks She reigns, when She cn 


Wholeſome Laws, whateyer Tendency they has 
to publick Good, have no Effect, but as they are 


The Welfare therefore of Kingdoms does in grex 
Meaſure depend upon the ſteddy and wiſe Exerciſe 


Sceptre may animate the Law, and give it Being, 
yet 'tis this Power which gives it Energy and Ope- 


Manners of the People; how to make them at once 


the Fear of God directs the Prince, the Law is al. 
ways a Protection to the Innocent, a Terror to the 


on, which wou'd often make Juſtice degenerate. into 


I the 
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the Governor; For it being impoſſible to form a 
Pile that ſhall regard all the various Circumſtances 
that attend humane Actions, the Law can in ma- 

ny Cafes conſider one Action but in one Light, and 
annexes the ſame Puniſhment to the ſame Crime, 
whereever found, not conſidering what it cannot 
foreſee, the Aggravations or Alleviations which may 
ariſe from the Circumſtances of Offenders: And yet 

in the Eye of Reaſon and Equity there is no truer 
Maxim than this, Duo cum fuciunt idem, non eſt 
iden ; from whence it eomes to paſs,” that oftentimes 
the material Action, and the moral Action, that is, 
the Action conſidered in all its Circumſtances, are in 
one and the ſame Inſtance of different Kinds; in 
which Caſe the Letter of the Law may find a Crime, 
here Reaſon and Equity can find no Criminal; or 
at leaſt not one deſerving to ſuffer the Severity of 
the Law. This is the proper Field for the Exerciſe of 
Royal Mercy; for Arbitrary Mercy, that does not re- 
gard the Offenders Merit, is rather Humour than 
Goodneſs, and is deſtructive of the Conſtitution; 
whereas true Mercy always ſupplies the Defects of 
it: For the Mercy of the ele. is not oppoſed to the 
Cruelty of the Law, (for the Law has no Intention 
to be cruel ;) but it comes in to relieve the La- 
againſt the Iinperfections to which all humane Con- 
ſtitutions are ſubject. Juſtice her ſelf is blind, and 
wants the Royal Touch, which gives her the Eyes 
of Mercy to diſtinguiſh between the Crimes of Ma- 
lice and Inadvertene . e 


From 


2 6 
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left doubtful whether it ſtrikes the Blows of Juſtice 
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From this View of the Executive Power, tis ea. 
to judge how great the Difference is between 
Prince Who rules in the Fear of the Lord, and one 
who has not God in all his Thoughts. Even Mer. 
cy, the choiceſt Flower of the Crown, and which 
has the kindeſt Aſpect on the Subject, may, in an 
ill Hand, become oppreſſive to the People; and ſo 
it always does when tis uſed to countenance or pro- 
te& the Wicked againſt Juſtice ; and to ſet thoſe 
who do not love the Law, above the Fear of it: But 
when the Sword of Juſtice is ſent forth, not to exe. 
cute the Will of Man, or ſerve his Paſſions, but to 
purge the Land from Iniquity, and to root out Oy. 
preſſion from the Earth; when Mercy follows cloſe 
behind to skreen the Ignorant, the Inadvertent, the 
unfortunate Offenders, who finned not out of mali- 
cious Wickedneſs, from the _— Blows of Ju. 
ſtice ; then may it properly be ſaid, That Mercy and 
Truth are met together; Righteouſneſs and Peace have 
kiſſed each other. MEG PLES 
I ſhould injure the Character of our excellent 
Queen, ſhould I feem to labour in the Application 
of theſe Praiſes to Her, which are ſo much Her own, 
that I doubt not but every one here has been before- 
hand with me, in bleſſing God for theſe rare Endow- 
ments of his Prince. Some Reigns, however fullof 
Glory, yet give us a ſecret Horror, when we ſee our 
Annals ſtained with the richeſt Blood of the Three 
Kingdoms; when we ſee the Sword always naked, 
but cannot diſcern the Hand that guides it, and are 


or Reſentinent ; But Poſterity ſhall find no ſuch 
7 5 Pain 
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vin in reading the Hiſtory of theſe Times, which 


2 Will appear as one continued Scene of Glory and 
ne nppineſs, and ſhine like the Morning Light when 
r. Je Sn riſech, even like the Morning that bas no 
he. And this leads me in the Second Place to 


onlider, 


0 3 OR: ; 

„. How great a Bleſſing a juſt Prince is to his 
e People, which is repreſented (in the Text) under 
t e Similitudes of the riſing Sun, and the flouriſhing 


als ſpringing out of the Earth. 
Good Laws duly executed are as much the Hap- 
ines of the People, as they are the Support of the 
own; without them even Liberty would be our 
Win, and inſtead of enjoying our Freedom, we 
hould periſh in our Licentionſneſs ; for Liberty does 
ot conſiſt in being free from all Reſtraints ; if it did, 
e wild Inhabitants on the Coaſt of Africa, might 
pore juſtly boaſt of their Liberty, than we do. 
il Liberty is the Child of the Law, and thrives 
et under the Guardianſhip of its Parent; and there- 
ore a juſt Prince, as he will moſt regard the Law, 
ill always be the beſt Patron of his People's Li- 
erty ; ſuch a Prince has no ſeparate Intereſt from 
s Country; he looks upon himſelf as the Head of 
ne Body, and if any Member grieves, he ſuffers 
'Ith it ; he can never caſt an envious Eye upon the 
flyileges of his People, which he eſteems as his 
Wn, and values even as the Jewels of his Crown. 
ow happy are the People who are in ſuch a Caſe, 
ow blefſed is the Nation whoſe Prince feareth 


. 
C . For 


—— 
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From this View of the Executive Power, tis ex 
to judge how great the Difference is between, 
Prince who rules in the Fear of the Lord, and one 
who has not God in all his Thoughts. Even Mer. 
cy, the choiceſt Flower of the Crown, and which 
has the kindeſt Aſpect on the Subject, may, in an 
ill Hand, become oppreſſive to the People; and ſo 
it always does when tis uſed to countenance or pro. 
te& the Wicked againſt Juſtice ; and to ſet thoſe 
who do not love the Law, above the Fear of it: But 
when the Sword of Juſtice is ſent forth, not to exe. 
cute the Will of Man, or ſerve his Paſſions, but to 
purge the Land from Iniquity, and to root out Op- 
preſſion from the Earth; when Mercy follows cloſe 
behind to skreen the Ignorant, the Inadvertent, the 
_ unfortunate Offenders, who ſinned not out of mali 
cious Wickedneſs, from the _— Blows of Ju. 
ſtice ; then may it properly be ſaid, That Mercy and 
Truth are met together; Righteouſneſs and Peace have 
kiſſed each other. 5 ALAS, 
I ſhould injure the Character of our excellent 
Queen, ſhould I feem to labour in the Application 
of theſe Praiſes to Her, which are ſo much Her own, 
that I doubt not but every one here has been before- 
hand with me, in bleſſing God for theſe rare Endow- 
ments of his Prince. Some Reigns, however full of 
Glory, yet give us a ſecret Horror, when we ſee our 
Annals ſtained with the richeſt Blood of the Three 
Kingdoms; when we ſee the Sword always naked, 
but cannot diſcern the Hand that guides it, and are 
left doubtful whether it ſtrikes the Blows of Juſtice 
or Reſentinent: But Poſterity ſhall find no 3 | 
— M un 


= 
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Dain in reading the Hiſtory of theſe Times, which 


E{:ppineſs, and ſhine like the Morning Light when 
be Sun riſeth, even like the Morning that bas ng 


onſider, 


2. How great a Bleſſing a juſt Prince is to his 
People, which is repreſented (in the Text) under 
Due Similitudes of the riſing Sun, and the flouriſhing 
WGriſs ſpringing out of the Earth * 


res of the People, as they are the Support of the 
ECrown ; without them even Liberty would be our 


ore juſtly boaſt of their Liberty, than we do. 


Will always be the beſt Patron of his People's Li- 
Wcrty ; fuch a Prince has no ſeparate Intereſt from 
s Country; he looks upon himſelf as the Head of 
Nhe Body, and if any Member grieves, he ſuffers 
ith it; he can never caſt an envious Eye upon the 
Privileges of his People, which he eſteems as his 
un, and values even as the Jewels of his Crown. 
o happy are the People who are in ſuch a Caſe, 
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ill appear as one continued Scene of Glory and 


Poudt. And this leads me in the Second Place to 


Good Laws duly executed are as much the Hap- 


Wuin, and inftead of enjoying our Freedom, we 
Would periſh in our Licentionſneſs ; for Liberty does 
Wot conſiſt in being free from all Reſtraints ; if it did, 
tc wild Inhabitants on the Coaſt of Africa, might 


ECivil Liberty is the Child of the Law, and thrives 


Wt under the Guardianſhip of its Parent; and there- 
Wore a juſt Prince, as he will moſt regard the Law, 


Pow bleſſed is the Nation whoſe Prince feareth 
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10. The very Example of ſuch 2 N 
ler has a natural Tendency to promote the. Peay 
and Welfare of a Kingdom. When Virtde ſhing 
from the Throne, it warms the, Hearts of all below 
it, and the Advantage of the Station gives it an ly. 
fluence not to be reſiſted; Religion in the Heiehy 
of Greatneſs is an amiable Sight, and the Peopl 
will inſenſibly learn to imitate, what they canny 
help admiring. Would it not teach the haughtief 


Mind Humility, to ſee Majeſty it felf bye proſtrit 


at the Altar, implering the Divine Aſſiſtance wit 


fuch a Senſe of its Dependence, as is but rarely found 
in the loweſt Fortune? Muſt it not ſhame us into 
mutual Kindneſs and Benevolence, when we { 
with how uncommon a Love the Prince embracy 
all Her Subjects, even the worſt deſerving ; imit: 


ting the Example of Divine Mercy, which maks 


the Sun to riſe both on the Fuſt and on the Unjuſ ? 
Can the People refuſe Submiſſion to ſuch a Prince, 
can they ſcruple to follow the Law as the Rule of 


their Obedience, which they ſee their Prince ſub- 


mitting to as the Rule of Her Government 


Laſily, There is one Thing more, which com-. 
prehends in it all that a Nation can wiſh for, an! i 
which always attends the Government of a juſt 
Prince; I mean the Bleſſing and Protection of He- 


ven. As Kings are the immediate Miniſters of God, 
ſo are they his immediate Care; he ruleth both 
their Hearts and their Hands, and turneth them 5 


feemeth beſt to his Wiſdom. *Tis eaſy for him to 


1 
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punilh the Wickednefs of a Prince and his People, | 
by making fooliſh the Wiſdom of their wiſe Men, 
and only fuffering them to chuſe their own Deſtru- 
Hon ; Tis as eaſy to reward the Good, by eſtabliſni- 
ing the Heart of tf Prince in Councib and 'in. Wif- 
dom, arid / guiding him inſenſihly into the Road of 
Honour and Proſperity. Time would fail me to ſet 
before you the Inſtances of God's Judgments and 
ulercies. Thofe of the former ſort (bleſſed be his 
Name) have no Relation to thie Day; and for the 
latter, you might juſtly blame me, ſhould I ſearch 
W for foreign or for diſtant Examples, when our own 
Country and our own Times furniſh us with ſuch 
anple Materials: This Day, as it is my Suliect, fo 
shall it be my Witneſo alſo; and I need call no other 
do prove the Happineſs of a People, whoſe Prince 
W ruleth zn the Fear of: Gduw. 
= The Virtues of the Royal Blood of Britain were 
rverer more amiably poſfels'd than now; when the 
W 1:j2/1y of the Crown is diſplayed in the Softneſs of 
Her Sex who wears it, and feems rather to invite 
chan to command Obedience; fo equally are the 
ws orc mixed, that Her Authority creates no Terror, 
Her Mildneſs no Contempt: So tender is She of 
| the Privileges of her People, that the Nation muit 
erer praiſe Her; ſo juſt tothe Rights of the Crown, 
that Her Succeſſors will never blame Her. Her 
Reign in every Reſpect has been ſo juſt a Tranſcript 
of the Conſtitution, that Time perhaps may make 
n doubtful, * Conſtitution were 
5 3 not 
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not a Copy drawn from the Example of Her G9. 
vernment. x N 
If the State may thus rejoice in Her Princes Car 
the Church has equal Right to boaſt of Her Prote. 
ction. Our Queen was born: within Her Pale, aud 
learnt betimes to know and love Her: When the 
Fears of Popery ſurrounded Her, and when ey 
Proſpe&t , wheree're She turned Her Eyes, waz 
dark and Gloomy ; when ſome who wore Her Ho. 
nours, forſook. Her Cauſe, and ſome filently 1, 
mented Her Condition; in that Day of Her Di. 
ſtreſs, our Prince miſliked Her not, but followed the 
worſt of Her Fortunes, till the Wiſdom of Proyj. 
dence has raiſed Her at. laſt to become the Author 
of Her beſt, to be a Nurſing- Mother to the Church 
and all Her Children. 55 
Whilſt Britain has been thus cheriſhed „ thus 
happy at Home, under the Influence of a mild Go. 
vernment, She has not been lefs glorious Abroad; 
extending Her victorious Arms to every Country, 
either to protect Her Friends, or to ſubdue Her 
| Foes. We had been ſo long unaccuſtomed to Suc- 
ceſs, that *twas thought a Conqueſt not to be ſub- 
dued; a Triumph, to defend our ſelves : The Bri- 
zifh Victory ſeem'd to pine for her antient Heroes, 
her Harry's, and her Edwards, and ſcarcely lived 
upon the faded Honours of Creſjy-Field and Agin- 
court, till the Genius of this Day aroſe , and taught 
her once more to gather freſn Lawrels in di 
fant. Countries. To ſuch a Height of * 


heſore the Houle of Commons. 


21 


has this Female Reign arrived, ſuch Honour and 


of Her Queen; will wiſh , He had been a. Wo- 
mane 75 r 1 N | f 
But great as theſe Succeſſes were, yet ſtill they 
brought a Grief with them, which eaſily found its 
Way to a-compaſhonate Heart: The QUEEN 
could not hear of Victory without lamgnting the 
Loſs of Her brave Countrymen, without pitying 
even Her Conquered Foes ; and ſo tender a Regard 
has She for Mankind, that notwithſtanding all theſe 
Honours of the Field, She reckons it the Glory of 
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Her Arms, by Peace; and given*the haraſſed Na- 


tions; leave to Reſpire. 


pineſs, to ſee Her Subjects unite in Love and mutual 
Confidence ; to ſee thoſe Heats and Animoſities bu- 


of our Country, at which Her beſt Life flows out, 
Youth,and whilſt all Her Honours bloom freſh'around 


= FExhorted, Entreated, nay, even Begg'd of You to 
forget your Reſentments? And cou'd you but offer 
up to Her the Quarrels of your Country, it would 


ſuch Triumphs has, it brought our Nation, that 
ſhou'd any future Ning prove unfortunate , Britain 
perhaps grown ſuperſtitious upon the Succeſſes 


Her Reign, that She has ſtopt even the Triumph of 
One thing only She wants to compleat Her Hap- 


ried in Oblivion, which threaten the Peace of our 
Iſrael. But why do I ſully the Glories of this Day. 
with mention of our Diviſions, thoſe Wounds 


her? How earneſtly has the Qu E EN Commanded, 


be 


and leaves Her Sickly in the very Seaſon of Her 


— 
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be a-more welcotge, Preſent, than lyouldi you. ly 
the Treaſures, of both. Indies. at: Her Feet. 

Thus Happy in the Affectiong of Her Quzx EN, 
En muſt ever; think of Her wih Joy: And Plez- 
ſure : And yet One. Circywſiance;there.is that ofiey 
gives Her Pain, always when She reflects, that Her 
Prince is Mortal; witnefs, her late Piſtraction When 
uncertain Fame v ariouſly reported Her Princes Illneſs; 
not Rome was more diſmayed when Hannibal 35 
at her Gates; every: thing was Fear and Confuſion : 
and Men Began to look ſuſpiciouſſy on each other, 3s 
if in every Face they had ſeen a Foe.; 5 the Treaſiiy of | 
tbe City, one would have thought; was Plundering; f 
and yet no Enemy was near, but Britain in her 
. Diſorder was Preying on Her Self. Yi 

Bleſſed be the Power, the Almight 8 Ha 
has diſpelled theſe Fears ! Let every Shak be lifted 
up in Praiſe to his holy Name, 6 hath. given Life 
and Salvation to his. Servant, and hath 05 uiid 
the Requeſt of , Her Lipo. * 
And yet when She regueſted bite *twas for Her 
Countries Sake, and not Her own; Her Mortality is 
what She oftner and more willingly thinks on than 


we do; and whenever She does, finds nothing to 


diſturb 'ner Mind, but the Concern for Her People, 

who will be left behind Her: A Concern that has 
more than once been expreſſed in the moſt generous 
Regard to Poſterity, by providing for the future 
Peace and Happineſs of theſe Kingdoms, in the Set- 
tlement of the Crown on the LLLUSFR x0us HousE or 


Ha- 


— efwe the Houle of Commons, _ 


SLE 2 


HAN o VER. A Bleſſing, for which the Nation can 


never be thankful enough. But it raiſes an Indigna- 


tion unbecoming this Day, to hear ſome pleading 
their Affection to this happy Settlement, as a Mar 


and Diſtinction of heir Party: ; a Settlement, which 


is undeniably our Common Good, and, I truſt alſo, 


our common Care. But let no Proſpect of diſtant 
Happineſs, how Entertaining ſoever, render us in- 
ſenſible of the preſent Good we enjoy; but let ever 


Wiſh that looks to the Succeſſion, centre in this 


Point , that ave may never ſte it; that our Coun- 
try may never loſe it: Whilſt we Live, may this 


will) with freſh Honour ; but when we are forgot, 


Day return (and whilft it does return, it always 


when She, who is our Glory, is called to a better 


Throne, may Late Poſterity enjoy the Fruits of 
her Care, in Deriving the Crown upon ſo Noble a 
Family. As long as our Wiſhes are confined within 


theſe Liwits, there is no Reaſon to make 2 Secret of 
our Affections to the: Proteſtant Succeſſion ; *tis an - 
Affection which every Lover of his Country ought : 
irankly to Proclaim; which is the proper Way of 
keeping this common Concern , from becoming a a 
Party Cauſe ;, and ſtilling thoſe Fears and Jealouſies 


which are Deſtructive of our Peace and Happineſs. 


May he, who ſtilleth the Raging of the Seas, and 
tne Noiſe of their Waves, and the Tumult of the 
| People, ſend us Peace and Concord, and Minds ca- 
pable of enjoying the Bleſſings which he has ſo 
Plentifully ſhowered on us: And to _— : 
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1 Happineſs, may He add Le of Days to our 
Gracious Sovereign, and continue Her to be a Com. 
| fort to Her People, till She thall as far ſurpaſs the 


| ö Oldeft of Her Predeceſſors, in muniber of Tears, 

She has already outdone. the Broveſt, in Honour and 
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